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about the journal 
For all the initiatives aimed at engagement and making students “college ready,” there isn't enough sustainable, inter-institutional 
communication between high school and college writing teachers. Perhaps this is only a perception fueled by the frustration of student 
transition from one learning place to another. Perhaps this is a symptom of educational gerrymandering that forgets to include all the 
stakeholders (teachers, students, parents, community, administrators) in discussions of what it means to be college ready and meaningfully 
pursue that goal. Perhaps we just haven’t figured out ways to talk to each other because of busy lives, outcomes-based pressures, and the 
short shelf life of top-down requests to work with each other. We get it. It’s complicated. 

So let’s talk. Let’s figure out how to create productive and meaningful conversations across institutional barriers. Let’s step into each other’s 
shoes and understand what it means to teach our students how to write, how to adapt, and how to be engaged. Let’s develop a new 
community of teacher-scholars. And, of course, let’s find ways to keep the conversation going. We hope that crosspol: a journal of 
transitions can foster all of the above. 

In the context of high school-college transition, how is the relationship between 
standardized testing and writing affecting students' lives, voices, and learning? 

For our first themed issue, coming out early Spring 2015, we wanted to build on an important conversation that took place in March 2014 on 
the Council of Writing Program Administrators' listserv. The discussion on writing assessment prompted Rich Haswell to comment that 
testing has neglected the “uses and consequences of test scores (and I would add test preparation and test taking) as they affect the test 
takers." In other words, student ideas, experiences, and questions have been left out of conversations about writing assessment.  

We are looking, in this special issue, for projects that investigate and reflect on the ways in which the standardized testing of writing affects 
students: the ways they compose, the reasons they compose, and the attitudes they develop about writing inside and outside of our classes. 
Other implications we’re interested in hearing about include the way teachers prepare for and enact instruction, test prep, learning 
objectives, and  assessment. And then there are all the potential consequences that we have not imagined that we want to imagine, through 
this journal, with you. Some interesting questions to address might be, but certainly aren't limited to, the following: 

• How do students think, feel, and/or talk about testing? 
• How does testing affect students' lives both in and beyond their formal educational experiences? 
• How does testing shape students' attitudes towards composing? 
• How does testing improve or undermine a student's ability to write? 
• What other ways does testing impact students' minds and lives? 
• What types of writing assessments are valued in transitional contexts by instructors, students, and other stakeholders? 
• How does testing shape students' attitudes towards composing? 
• How does testing improve or undermine students’ abilities to write? 
• What other ways does testing impact students' minds and lives? 
• What approaches to and forms of testing will motivate students based on their values and patterns of engagement? 
• What models of assessment and, by extension, what relationships to testing could we foster and why?  

We hope this call will generate many submissions and potentials for conversations. We are interested in publishing work by high 
school English or writing teachers; college writing teachers; and collaborations between the two. Additionally, we are interested 
in incorporating student voices in innovative and compelling ways. Anyone interested in writing a collaborative piece but unable to 
find a partner should email us at crosspol.ed@gmail.com, and we will try to facilitate a collaboration. 

We will accept project submissions for this themed issue through January 12, 2014, and we will respond to submissions by 
February 9, 2015. If we request revisions, you’ll need to resubmit by April 6, 2015. 

crosspol is a peer-reviewed online journal that welcomes both traditional and multimodal projects. You can find more details on the 
journal, including submission guidelines at www.crosspol-journal.com. Please direct any questions to Andrew and Colin at 
crosspol.ed@gmail.com.

crosa journal of transitions

s
for high school + college 
writing teachers 

understanding the spaces 
between institutions 

developing practical &  
shared solutions 

reimagining transitional  
writing pedagogies

cfp

COMPOSING THE NEW  COMMUNITY
e d i t e d   b y   a n d r e w   h o l l i n g e r   +   c o l i n   c h a r l t o n

mailto:crosspol.ed@gmail.com
http://www.crosspol-journal.com
mailto:crosspol.ed@gmail.com
mailto:crosspol.ed@gmail.com
http://www.crosspol-journal.com
mailto:crosspol.ed@gmail.com



